
While We're On The Subject (I Forgive You)

__________________________

A one act play

By Hannah Ponder

                                                341 W45th St. Apt 602
                                                New York, NY  10036
                                                (415) 300 - 6792
                                                hannahcolep@gmail.com



CAST OF CHARACTERS

MICHAEL, a twenty-two year-old woman, a popular cop.

JULIE, a twenty-two year-old woman, a nerdy cop.

MIA, Julie's self proclaimed best friend, and nervous wreck.

KAYLA, Michael's friends with benefits. Probably a DJ.
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SETTINGS

Precinct Stairwell / Precinct Rooftop
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PRODUCTION NOTES

The play takes place in 2019 on a high rise in New York City. It's 
about forgiveness and how much it sucks when someone loves someone 
more than they can be loved back. 

Two people were once close (in a love-hate kind) of way but hit a 
crossroads and ended up miles apart. What happens when they try to 
reconnect?

.
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SCENE 1

Police Precinct Stairwell in New 
York City c. 2019. The door 
leads to the rooftop; A high up 
and a brilliant view of the 
city. It’s 3am: the end of one 
shift, and the beginning of 
another. 

MICHAEL enters, moving quickly. 
She’s followed by a timid JULIE. 
They’re both at the end of their 
shifts.

They stop at the door that leads 
to the roof.

JULIE
Wait, I’m sorry. Stop. 

MICHAEL
You said you wanted to come. What now? Scared?

JULIE
Actually, yes .

MICHAEL
Again - I’m not stopping you from leaving.

JULIE
You always do this Michael. I hate that you do this. Since 
high school, I’ve hated it. We’re not on duty, we’re alone. 
You don’t need to act like this. 

MICHAEL
Partner, are you coming or not? 

JULIE
Why did you invite me?

MICHAEL
You don’t want to watch the sunrise on the top of the 12th?

(Beat.) 



JULIE
We’re cops, Michael.

MICHAEL
Trust me? 

JULIE
How do you know that I don’t have somewhere to be? 

MICHAEL
Do you? 

JULIE
I guess not. 

MICHAEL
You’ve never wanted to just... get away from the world? 

JULIE
Everyone has. 

MICHAEL
Besides, if we’re going to be partners, we might as well 
get to know each other...better.

(Michael opens the door, and they 
enter the rooftop. Julie looks 
onto the city.)

JULIE
I’ve never seen it like this. You do this all the time? 

MICHAEL
More like every other time I have a morning off. 

JULIE
And you’ve never gotten caught?

MICHAEL
Well, not exactly. 

(Julie starts texting on her 
phone.) 

JULIE
Hold on. 
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MICHAEL
Bored already?

JULIE
No, I need to text my friend. She’s worried I’m not home 
yet.

MICHAEL
She already knows you’re missing? 

JULIE
I’m not missing, I’m just not home. She’s dedicated.

MICHAEL
Okay. 

(Michael walks to the edge. Julie 
stays where she is.) 

JULIE
I’m sorry. I told her where we are. I don’t know why.

MICHAEL
Oh...god.

JULIE
What? 

MICHAEL
Maybe tell her not to come. 

JULIE
Why not? 

MICHAEL
Do you want her here?

JULIE
I can’t stop her now...

MICHAEL
Whatever. 

(Julie joins Michael at the edge.)
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JULIE
So what do we do? 

MICHAEL
This. 

JULIE
So are we supposed to talk? 

MICHAEL
I guess. 

JULIE
Oh. What do you usually talk about?  

MICHAEL
I don’t usually have anyone else to talk to.

JULIE
Oh. 

(Beat. Michael walks the edge, 
balancing.

(Julie gets closer...ready incase 
Michael falls.)

JULIE 
(continued)

Hey, stop that. 

(Michael obliges. They sit 
together.)

MICHAEL
There has to be like, one thing you’ve always wanted to ask 
me.

JULIE
Well, Yeah. 

MICHAEL
I have something, too. 

JULIE
You go first. 
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MICHAEL
Why do you hate me so much?

(Julie laughs.)

JULIE
It’s not that. It’s that I can’t forgive you.

MICHAEL
Which is so funny because? 

JULIE
I was going to ask you why you said it--- uh did it.

MICHAEL
The thing you’ll never forgive me for?

JULIE
Yep.

MICHAEL
And what is that you can’t forgive me for? 

JULIE
Something that’s now in my past. I won’t ever tell you. 

MICHAEL
If you wanted to ask why  I...did what I did... or said 
what I said...you’d have to tell me.

JULIE
Which I won’t. So why are you named Michael? 

MICHAEL
Come on. That’s what everyone asks. It’s what my parents 
named me. 

JULIE
Were they crazy? 

MICHAEL
You’ve literally met them. You know them. Everybody in town 
did. Julie. You know how I feel about the word crazy.

JULIE
Knew them. Yeah, I’m sorry. Habit. 
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MICHAEL
My mom still always tells people that I chose it. Like, I 
somehow told her, she was holding me near a painting of St. 
Michael. And I made her stop because I just knew...and told 
her. 

JULIE
I think you’ve told me that before...no, I think she told 
me that before.

MICHAEL
I honestly don’t know if she believes it or not, but it’s 
what she tells.

JULIE
So basically, I’ve been in the presence of an Archangel.

MICHAEL
Never heard that before. 

JULIE
Do you like it? 

MICHAEL
It’s my name. 

JULIE
Some people don’t like their names. 

MICHAEL
It’s mine. I have to like it. 

JULIE
You don’t, but okay. I like it too. 

MICHAEL
So are you going to tell me now? 

JULIE
Why, because you told me something personal I have to share 
my deepest secret?

(Julie’s phone dings. She replies 
to the text.)
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MICHAEL
Is it your helicopter friend? 

JULIE
Yes. 

MICHAEL
What’s her name again?

JULIE
I never told you before.

MICHAEL
What’s her name, then? 

JULIE
Why does it matter?

(Beat.)

JULIE 
(continued)

Mia.

(MIA enters. She runs towards the 
stairwell door. She can’t seem to 
get it open.)

(She stops cold in her tracks when 
she senses someone behind her. 
It’s KAYLA, cool as a cucumber.

MIA
Come on, open up, open up. Come on.

KAYLA
Maybe just heavy. 

MIA
You try it then.

(Kayla tries it. It doesn’t budge. 
She tries the door at the other 
end. It doesn’t budge.)
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KAYLA
It would seem that we’re stuck.

MIA
No. We’re not. We’re not stuck. No way. She’s going to kill 
me. I’m going to kill me.

KAYLA
Okay, chill. Come on.

MIA
Mia.

(Mia holds her hand out. Kayla 
shakes it.)

KAYLA
Kayla. 

MIA
So...

KAYLA
I think she comes down after sunrise. So we wait until 
after sunrise.

(Kayla sits down.)

MIA
You’re just giving up? 

KAYLA
We’ll be fine.

MIA
I don’t even know why I’m here.

(Mia joins Kayla, sitting on the 
stairs.)

KAYLA
Calm down. Have you ever relaxed in your life? 

MIA
What’s that supposed to mean? I don’t even know you. 
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KAYLA
You know my name. 

MIA
Why are you here? 

KAYLA
I don’t know. I just got off of work.

MIA
Work? At this early in the morning?

KAYLA
Yep. 

MIA
Great. I’m stuck in a stairwell with a possible assassin. 

KAYLA
First of all, I’m flattered, really. Secondly, calm down. 
You’re in a police station. Lost, but in a police station.

MIA
I’m not lost! I know where I am. Therefore I’m not lost.

KAYLA
What’s your friend doing up there, then? 

MIA
I don’t know. That’s why I came. 

KAYLA
That sounds lost. And... dedicated.

MIA
I’m worried! 

KAYLA
I figured.

MIA
Cool.

(Mia pulls out her phone, and 
begins texting. Beat.)
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KAYLA
So are you friends with a cop here or something? 

MIA
Yes. 

KAYLA
Then why are you so worried? 

MIA
She wasn’t sure if she should have followed who she 
followed...up here. 

KAYLA
Seriously, you can relax. It looks like shoulders are going 
to fall off.

MIA
I AM RELAXED.

(Kayla moves to the other end of 
the stairwell.) 

KAYLA
I’ll even stand over here if you really think I’m going to 
kill you. 

MIA
That comment might have been a little dramatic...

KAYLA
It was.

MIA
Why don’t we just call the station? They’ll let us out. 

KAYLA
I don’t want to get Michael in trouble. She likes her time 
up there. Or your friend...

MIA
Julie. Also, we’re BREAKING A RULE? 
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KAYLA
Seriously?

LATER:

(Michael and Julie face each 
other, cross legged.)

(Julie throws her phone down.)

JULIE
She’s stuck in the stupid stairwell! 

MICHAEL
Look, it was her choice to come here. 

JULIE
She was chasing me, who was convinced by you. Oh, also she 
says she ran into Kayla?

MICHAEL
You’re fucking with me.

JULIE
Okay? 

MICHAEL
She’s here? 

JULIE
Who’s Kayla?

MICHAEL
Lordy. My....She....my...friend. 

JULIE
Your friend? 

MICHAEL
...with benefits. 

JULIE
Oh. Oh. That’s...cool. 

MICHAEL
It’s really not. 
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JULIE
I mean I’m sure you have lots of options, so.

MICHAEL
Sure? Options? 

JULIE
You are an angel, aren’t you?

MICHAEL
Thank you. 

JULIE
No, I meant ‘cause of your name. 

MICHAEL
I got it. It was a joke. 

JULIE
Right. 

MICHAEL
You know that nobody likes me, right? 

JULIE
No, they all do. I see them, they all respect you. 

MICHAEL
They’re scared of me. 

JULIE
I was scared of you. 

MICHAEL
What did I do? 

JULIE
...When? 

MICHAEL
What did I do to you that made you hate me? You hated me, 
which made everyone I’ve really ever liked, hate me.

JULIE
It was just high school drama I never got over. 
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MICHAEL
I always thought it was a fun rivalry for you. I didn’t 
realize that it went so deep. I’m sorry. 

(Julie stands up.) 

JULIE
That’s the thing, Michael, you never realize that when you 
do things, other people are affected. 

MICHAEL
I said sorry. What more do you want? Quit acting like 
you’re the only person who isn't happy!

JULIE
Did you ask me up here so I could make you feel better? 

MICHAEL
Is that really all you think of me? 

JULIE
Yes. No. 

MICHAEL
So this is it? We both hate each other? 

JULIE
I guess so. 

MICHAEL
God, you’re so...

JULIE
So, what? Come on. Tell me.  

MICHAEL
Frustrating. 

JULIE
Me? I’m frustrating?

(Michael gets up, and approaches 
Julie.) 

MICHAEL
Yes. You. The worst.
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JULIE
Ugh.

(They’re face to face.)

MICHAEL
Get it out of your system then. Right now. Let’s have it 
out. 

JULIE
What? No.

MICHAEL
We came up here to solve our problems, didn’t we? 

JULIE
Well you wanted to run away, and then couldn’t handle the 
truth.

MICHAEL
And you followed the girl you’ve always hated to watch the 
sunrise. 

JULIE
I didn't always...It was never....How are you always under 
my skin! You always have been, I hate that you’ve done 
that. Since high school, I’ve hated it.

MICHAEL
It’s you and I, Beatle-Jules. 

JULIE
Oh, don’t you fucking call me that.

(In each other’s space, Julie 
initiates a  physical 
altercation.) 

(Michael participates. They get 
into an actual fight.)

JULIE
I want to forgive you.

MICHAEL
I want your forgiveness.
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JULIE
Okay. 

MICHAEL
Okay.

(They stop. They lie on the 
ground, facing each other.)

JULIE
I don’t think I can keep doing this. 

MICHAEL
This? Being a cop? What?

JULIE
Being just your ride along partner. 

MICHAEL
I was just thinking the same thing. 

JULIE
I hate this. 

MICHAEL
We’re on the same page. 

JULIE
Here we are. On the same page.

(They kiss. The moment is theirs.)

(Julie pulls back.)

MICHAEL
I’m sorry. Is that not whaat you wanted, I misinterpreted, 
I’m sorry.

JULIE
While I appreciate how cute it is when you’re flustered, 
I’m sorry, but I was thinking of Ka-y-la and...

MICHAEL
Right.
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JULIE
And Mia is...

MICHAEL
Yeah...

JULIE
Look, I want to talk about this. I do. 

MICHAEL
Do you believe that? 

JULIE
Yes. 

MICHAEL
It’s almost time. 

JULIE
For what? 

MICHAEL
The best part. The sunrise. Come on. 

(Michael gets up and helps Julie 
stand. They go to the edge, and 
sit.)

JULIE
Oh, yes. The real reason we came here. You know, I don’t 
think I’ll ever tell you what you said. 

MICHAEL
But---

JULIE
--Let me finish. 

MICHAEL
Okay. 

JULIE
But, I want to tell you why you hurt me. I think it might 
help. 
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MICHAEL
Alright.

JULIE
The summer after senior year was the worst summer of my 
life. But you wouldn’t know that though. Because you 
weren’t there. 

MICHAEL
I didn’t have a choice! 

JULIE
You kind of did. That’s not the point. 

MICHAEL
Go on. 

JULIE
Okay. Well. I was so freaking excited to see you again, I 
mean you were my person. But then you just... seemed 
different and said...something, and...I realized I got the 
worst of you.You chose to give me your worst.  

MICHAEL
I didn’t know. 

JULIE
You didn’t ask. 

MICHAEL
I’m sorry. What did I say? 

JULIE
You don’t remember. It kills me that you don’t remember.

MICHAEL
From my side, you left me when I needed you. I think both 
sides are 100% truth. But like you said, it’s in our past. 
What can I do now?

JULIE
I don’t know. 

MICHAEL
Okay. 
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(Beat.)

MICHAEL
(continued)

By the way, I like the name Mia. I don’t know anything 
about her, but the name is cool. Like Mia Hamm. Or Mia 
Thermopolis. Or Mamma Mia.

JULIE
Honestly, she probably knows everything about me. It’s kind 
of---

MICHAEL
---Then I also know I’m jealous of her...

JULIE
Fun fact, her full first name is...

(Kayla and Mia sit, facing each 
other.)

MIA
...Mariel, which is awesome, because it’s Mia Hamm’s real 
name.

KAYLA
And you even also go by Mia. Cute. For the record, I think 
it’s sweet that you came here. 

MIA
Really? 

KAYLA
Yeah. I mean I just came here to get laid. Michael wasn’t 
even my first... or last choice. But then the doors...

MIA
It should be sunrise soon. 

KAYLA
Yep. Have you texted with her recently? 

MIA
She hasn’t responded. 
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KAYLA
Ah. Well. 

MIA
They’re probably fighting. I don’t think Julie likes her 
much.

KAYLA
Michael? 

MIA
Yes. Who even names a girl that?

KAYLA
Michael’s parents, apparently. 

MIA
God, this is like, the craziest thing I’ve ever done. 

KAYLA
You know, this has been kind of fun. 

MIA
Sure. 

KAYLA
Come on. Michael and Julie are old friends on a rooftop 
probably killing each other. Julie’s crazy best friend, 
you, are here with Michael’s friend with benefits.

MIA
I’m sorry, WHAT. 

KAYLA
I did say I came here to get laid...

MIA
I meant Julie and Michael.

KAYLA
I thought you knew! You said you two are close. 

MIA
How do you know? 
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KAYLA
Please, Michael won’t stop talking about her. I’m upset 
with Julie and I’ve never met the damn woman! 

MIA
Oh...

KAYLA
Hey, I’m sorry. I really thought you knew.

MIA
God, I’m so dumb. 

KAYLA
No, you’re not. You’re just... you. 

MIA
Thank you. 

KAYLA
So Michael really just comes up here and waits for the door 
to be unlocked, huh?

LATER:

(Michael and Julie *almost* hold 
hands as they walk towards the 
stairwell door.)

MICHAEL 
This is it. 

JULIE
Wait. 

MICHAEL
What? 

JULIE
They’re right behind that door, you know that right?

MICHAEL
They could have pushed harder and the door would have 
opened, you know that, right? 
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JULIE
...No. MICHAEL I SWEAR TO GOD.

MICHAEL
You wouldn’t talk to me any other way. I gave you an out. 

JULIE
That’s not what I’m mad about.

MICHAEL
Wait what? 

JULIE
I’m not. 

MICHAEL
Oh. Cool. 

JULIE
I see you, Michael Arian. 

MICHAEL
Thank you for coming. It still means a lot even though you 
used my middle name.  

JULIE
So, got any plans on this day off? 

MICHAEL
Nope. You? 

JULIE
Maybe. God, Mia probably had an aneurism. 

(Michael pushes the door open. She 
and Julie enter the stairwell.)

(Mia springs up and into Julie’s 
arms. Kayla remains where she is.) 

MICHAEL
Did you try pushing it? Harder?

MIA
You’re the one pushing it, lady.
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MICHAEL
You must be Mia. I’m Michael. 

JULIE
And you must be Kay-la.

(All four women regard each other. 
None dare make the first move.)

MICHAEL
Kayla, We need to talk.

JULIE
Mia, we need to talk.

MIA
Right. 

JULIE
Let’s just step out.

(Julie pulls Mia aside onto the 
rooftop.) 

MIA
I’m so glad you’re okay. 

JULIE
Listen, I think... 

MIA
Yes? 

JULIE
I’m so thankful that you care about me. Really. But...

(Michael and Kayla step to the 
stairwell.

MICHAEL 
(to Kayla)

This, whatever we’re doing, isn’t working for me. I’m 
sorry. 

KAYLA
I---
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MIA
---don’t understand. 

MICHAEL
I think we need some space. 

MIA
Forever? 

MICHAEL
For good.

(Kayla turns to exit.)

(Michael pushes past her and opens 
the door.

MICHAEL
I got it. 

KAYLA
I’m so pissed at you, Michael. 

MICHAEL
Goodbye, Kayla. 

(Kaya exits, leaving Michael 
standing there.)

MIA
How come you never told me about her? 

JULIE
I’ve held her close to my heart for a long time. 

MIA
It’s okay because I know where your heart really is, right? 

JULIE
Mia... you know when you think about someone all the time? 
You want to know where they are and what they’re thinking. 
Or like when they’re in a crowd, you’re just always so 
aware of where they are and you just want to know... 
everything? 
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MIA
Yes? Of course. You’re like the stars, the sky, and the 
light in my...

JULIE
I feel that too...but...for somebody else.  

MIA
Is this because you’re angry at me? What did I do? Why are 
you punishing me?

JULIE
I’m not. 

MIA
I’m so pissed at that MICHAEL girl. What kind of name is 
that anyway?

JULIE
She chose it. 

MIA
I still don’t understand. Kayla said you hate each other. 

JULIE
I think she left out that we love to hate each other. Wait, 
Kayla knew about me...?

(Mia holds back tears and runs 
out.)

(Michael rushes and holds the door 
open for her. They catch eyes. Mia 
runs out.)

(Beat.)

(Julie joins Michael in the 
stairwell.)

JULIE
Hey. 

MICHAEL
Hey. Are you okay? How did it go?
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JULIE
You saw her. 

MICHAEL
I held the door for her. And I asked how you are.

JULIE
This whole thing wasn’t very nice of you. 

MICHAEL
It was selfish. 

JULIE
It’s okay. 

MICHAEL
Really? So....

JULIE
This has been fun.

MICHAEL
Sure has. 

JULIE
Hey, listen, because I will never say this ever again.

MICHAEL
Yes?

JULIE
I gave you my heart, you gave me yours. Then you broke my 
heart, and I broke yours right back. That won’t do. Not 
anymore. I’m sorry. For how I let everyone treat you like 
that....but I won’t ever tell you what you said. And deep 
down... I think it will make you...crazy. Not knowing.

MICHAEL
Julie, you always had a way of being in tune with my 
feelings. I’ve always hated it. Since high school, I’ve 
hated it. And...well, while we’re on the subject...

(Michael takes Julie’s hand. It  
turns into a hug.) 

25.



MICHAEL
(continued)

...I forgive you. You know, for not being able to tell me. 
I’m okay with it. 

JULIE
Okay.

MICHAEL
Okay.

(Holding hands, they exit.)

BLACKOUT.
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